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There is talk to the effect that the town of Sukhumi, Georgian SSR, will
in the future become an All-Union towr (Vsesoyuzny gorod) and will be sub-
ordinate to Moscow, as is Sochi (sic). According tc source, a general
murge of undesirable personnel in industry and governmert is in progress.

Certain deportees fromt he Georgian SS1 have been sernt to Northern
Kazakhstan, but source does not know to what specific location.

Comment: This is the first report received by this office of the
conversion of existing towns into "All-Union towns". Presumably source
means that such towns are administered by Moscow rather than by normal
oblast or republic authorities, The r:ason for such an arrangment is
understandable in the case of Sukhumi, a research ceater, but not in the
case of Sochi, which is primarily a heilth resort. It is not clear where
source means that the purge is in progress, but the fact that this infor-
mation immediately follows the statement about the changs of status of
Sukhumi implies that it is a purge of nsersonnel in this town.
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